
 

Eugene Field Elementary    

International Baccalaureate School     www.field.littletonpublicschools.net 

5402 S. Sherman Way, Littleton, CO 80121   303-347-4475 

òdeveloping life long learners empowered to meet the challenges of tomorrowõs world.ó 

Important  

Phone Numbers  

 

Attendance Line 

303-734-3150 

Main Office 

(Hours 8:10-4:10) 

303-347-4475 

Office Fax Number 

303-347-4490 
 

Dates to Remember  

 

November 25 -27  

Thanksgiving  

Holiday  

No School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 9  

PLC DayðSchool 

starts at 10:36 am 

 

December 9  

3rd Grade  

Specials Program 

6:30 pm 

 

December 14  

PTO Mtgð8:30 am 

 

December 21 -

January 4  

Winter Break 

No School 

See you on Jan. 5th! 

The Mustang Messenger                        November 2009 

Each year around the middle of October, we begin to brainstorm activities for 

Veterans Day. To my chagrin, planning the agenda for November 11th is the only 

catalyst that turns my thoughts to the ongoing war. Iôve grown numb to the daily 

news reports from Iraq and Afghanistan. I am so immersed in my life that I fail to 

consider the investment made on the part of my fellow countryman to preserve the 

liberties I enjoy every day. 

Perhaps thatôs what is most revealing. We live in a country so rich in re-

sources that close to a decade of war barely registers. The economy, H1N1, even Jon 

and Kate with their soon to be dysfunctional children garner more attention than 

events half a world away. 

 Be that as it may, it is hard to believe that the Operations Iraqi and Enduring 

Freedom which began in March 2003 have now surpassed, by three years, the length 

of World War II. More troubling is that the conflict does not seem to have a foresee-

able end. I have not heard anyone articulate a clear, time bound strategy for ensuring 

the peace or drawing down the number of US troops deployed in the Middle East. 

Recognizing American soldiers on Veterans Day is a public way of honoring 

their contributions to our society. However, planning for coffee and doughnuts once a 

year certainly seemed to fall short of being all I could do. 

I decide to be IB and take some action. SupportOurTroops.org operates 

many programs benefiting active duty soldiers. I read soldiers on patrol rarely have 

the access or opportunity to do things as simple as brushing their teeth. Consequently, 

they appreciate chewing gum. Well, I went Costco on a care package so stuffed with 

Dentyne, I needed reinforced tape to securely close the box. I talked with my oldest 

daughter about my little project to support the troops and she decided to send half of 

her Halloween stash of candy overseas; an act that effectively neutralized my ADA 

approved, recommended by 4 out of 5 dentists, parcel of oral hygiene! 

I walked away from the post office feeling like I did something, but I take for 

granted that the world can be a dangerous place. That was evident last month when, 

in our own metro area, terrorists were caught plotting large scale destruction.  There 

exist people operating from a belief system that values ideology over human life, 

while I walk through my day with little concern for my safety. 

 I am grateful for my good fortune and to those individuals willing to protect 

individual freedom. As the holidays draw near, I plan to engage my own kids in other 

ways to pay some of that good fortune forward. 

 

 

 

Mike Montgomery 

Principal 
 

  

 

 

 



 

IB Update Erin Gordon  

Inquiry in Action!  
As an IB school, we believe that students learn best when they 

are actively engaged in their own learning.  We expect students 

to not only develop knowledge about topics determined relevant 

by our curriculum, but also to develop research and communica-

tion skills as they apply that knowledge to new learning of their 

choosing.  In this way, students are developing the skills to be 

lifelong learners. 

 

There are some great examples of student inquiry hanging in the 

halls of Field right now!  Students in 4th grade recently com-

pleted a project in which they inquired into human impact on 

life zones.  At the conclusion of a 2nd grade unit on the connec-

tions between plants and people, classes conducted inquiries 

into unusual plants.  The next time you are in the building, 

please take a moment to tour these hallways and see the exam-

ples of student inquiry in action! 


